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Press Release — 18 December 2012

Food and crop diversity under threat in Europe

THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN URGES THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO ACT
IMMEDIATELY ON THE LIMITED AVAILABILITY OF PLANT PROTECTION
PRODUCTS FOR MINOR USES AND SPECIALITY CROPS

The lack of plant protection products for minor uses and speciality crops is
becoming a crucial factor for future cultivation of these crops in the European Union.
“The lack of proper tools compromises not only the competitiveness of the entire
agri-food chain, including its sustainability and the employment generated, but also
the diversity high quality food in Europe” - said Luc Peeters chairman of the A
COPA-COGECA’s phytosanitary group, on behalf of the 10 agri-food chain associations’.

The European Commission was due to present a report to the European Parliament
and Council on how to tackle the issue of minor uses and specialty crops

on 14™ December 2011, as foreseen under Regulation (EC) 1107/2009.

The ongoing delay of publication of this report is not encouraging for European agriculture.
The need for action was also recognised by the European Member States’.

Since 2009, 10 EU associations representing the entire agri-food chain have been calling for
solutions and proper investment schemes to support minor uses and specialty crops and
to improve the availability of tailor made solutions for their protection.

“This is a unique opportunity to improve the difficult situation on the ground and

get ready to face new challenges in future” - continues Luc Peeters -

“Coordination across all twenty-seven Member States and support for data generation are both key
to ensure the availability of solutions to control pests and diseases.

Minor uses and speciality crops should not be seen in isolation from Regulation 1107/2009

and the Zonal process for the efficient working of the product authorisation process.

A coordination group with a wider role will provide greater benefits and ensure that more solutions
can be found for minor uses”.

“We therefore call on the European Commission to speed up the publication of the report and
support an ambitious plan aiming at setting up a permanent EU programme for minor uses
and speciality crops, accompanied by a coherent funding programme.” — he concluded.

! The 10 agri-food chain associations are AREFLH, CELCAA, COCERAL, COPA-COGECA, ECPA, ESA, Freshfel, IBMA, PROFEL, Union Fleurs.
2 Food Chain Evaluation Consortium, Study on the establishment of a European fund for minor uses in the field of PPP, undertaken
under DG SANCO contract, June 2011, published September 2011; Agri-Food Chain Conference on Minor Uses, November 2011.



Note:
Minor uses concern fruit and vegetables, cereals, including rice, seeds, hops, flowers and all those plants that need a
tailor made plant protection product, whether it is for growing them, storage or transportation.

Speciality crops are valued at about €70 billion per year, representing 22% of the total output value of the agricultural
sector . The fruit and vegetable sector alone accounts for about €45 billion in EU-27 for a total production of 70 million
tons of vegetables and 40 million tons of fruits. The market value for ornamental plants is estimated at €27 billion.

Minor use authorisations ensure both the protection of high value speciality crops to meet consumer’s right for high
quality, healthy agricultural and food products at affordable prices whilst contributing to maintaining a competitive
European food value chain.

It is therefore important that urgent solutions are found for acute problems while a sustainable long-term system needs
to be developed that is consistent throughout the European Union.

Contacts:
AREFLH ESA European Seed  Association
Assemblée des Régions Européennes www.euroseeds.org
Fruitiéres, Légumiéres et Horticoles

www.areflh.org

Garlich von Essen
vonEssen@euroseeds.org
+32(0)2 743 28 60

Jacques Dasque
areflh@aquitaine.fr
+33 556 48 88 48

COPA-COGECA European Farmers and European

COCERAL Comité du Commerce des Agri-Cooperatives Www.copa-cogecd.eu

céréales, aliments du bétail, oléagineux,
huile d'olive, huiles et graisses et
agrofournitures www.coceral.com

Pasquale Di Rubbo
Pasquale.DiRubbo@copa-cogeca.eu
+32(0)2 28727 45

Andreea Pricina
secretariat@coceral.com

Amanda Cheesley
+32(0)2 502 08 08

Amanda.cheesley@copa-cogeca.eu
+32(0) 2 287 27 90

ECPA European Crop Protection

Association www.ecpa.eu

Euros Jones
Euros.jones@ecpa.eu
+32 (2) 663 15 53

Kalila Hajjar
kalila.hajjar@ecpa.eu
+32(0)2 663 15 68

FRESHFEL  European Fresh  Produce
Association www.freshfel.org

Frédéric Rosseneu

info@freshfel.or
+32(0)2 777 15 80

IBMA International Biocontrol
Manufacturers Association www.ibma-
global.org

David Cary
david.cary@ibma-global.org
+44 777 551 48 40

CELCAA European Liaison Committee of
Agricultural  and  Agri-Food  Trade
www.celcaa.eu

Yves Roland

info@celcaa.eu
+32(0)2 23003 70

PROFEL European Association of Fruit
and Vegetable Processors www.profel-
europe.eu

Susanne Meyer
smeyer@agep.eu
+32(0)2 743 40 59

Union Fleurs International Flower Trade
Association www.unionfleurs.org

Sylvie Mamias
secgen@unionfleurs.org
+322 7367997
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